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AM F,NI)MKNTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of_C1aims: 



1 . (Currently Amended) A method for providing a status certification for a 
message in a communications network comprising: 

assigning a message identifier for said message; 

creating a first disposition identifier in response to a first .disposition event; 
associating said first disposition identifier with said message; 
receiving a request for a status notification of said message from a sender of said 
message; 

compiling said message identifier and said firsLdisposition identifier to generate 
aaml-a first status notification; and 

providing said (list status notification to said sender in response to said request; 

creoiios iis^on.d d isposition identifier in response to a second disposition event 

occurring subseq uent to said first disposition event: 

associ ating said, jrccon d, djspo s i tig n, identifi er with said message; 

compiling said messag e identifier mid snid second disposition i dentifier to 
genera t e ,a_§econ d s \ a Jus ji p t i fi cafio i u. a nd 

providing snid secon d status n otification lo said sender . 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2\ , further comprising: 
billing a party to said message for said providing of said status certification. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein said first and 
second jiisposition events comprises at least one of: 
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a managing cvcnl; and 
a dispatching event. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein said managing event 
comprises at least one of: 

accessing said message; 

deleting said message; 

presenting an indication of said message; 

expiring said message; and 

terminating a recipient of said message from said communications network. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein said managing event 
comprises at least one of; 

denying said status certification of said message; and 
malfunctioning of said status certification of said message. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein said dispatching event 
comprises at least one of: 

forwarding said message; and 
replying to said message. 



7. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said status notification 
comprises at least one of: 
an audio message; 
a video message; 
a text message; 

a short message service message; and 
a markup language document. 
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8, (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said communications 
network comprises at least one of: 

an electronic communications network; 

a loxt-bascd communications network; 

a telecommunications network; 

a vitlco-cnubled communications network; and 

a multimedia-enabled communications network. 




9. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said message identifier 
comprises at lenst one of: 

a typo identifier, 
an alphanumeric identifier; 
a capabilities identifier; and 
an annotation, 

1 0. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein said message identifier 
comprises at least one of: 

a communication network identifier; 

a device identifier; 

a role identifier; 

a party identifier; 

a dale identifier; and 

a time identifier, 

1 1. (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein said role identifier 
comprises at least one of: 

an originator; 
a sender; 
a caller; 
a recipient; and 
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a system administrator. 

12, (Original) The method of churn 10, wherein said party identifier 
comprises at least one of: 

an email address; 
an access address; 
a voice sample; and 
an image. 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising storing 
an attribute for said status certification for said message, wherein said attribute comprises 
at least one of: 

said message identifier; 

said first,or sccond_disposition identifier; and 

said first or second status notification, 

r\ 14. (Original) The method of claim 13, further comprising administrative 

( o y functionality, wherein said administrative functionality comprises at least one of: 
" J \ deleting said attribute; 

monitoring said attribute; 

moving said attribute; 

forwarding said attribute; 

securing said attribute; 

archiving said attribute; 

backing up said attribute; 

informing a recipient of said attribute; and 

blocking said attribute. 

1 5. (Original) The method in claim t , wherein said request comprises a 
secure request. 
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1 6. (Original) The method in claim 1 , wherein said request comprises 
dialing an access number. 

17. (Original) The method in claim 1 , wherein said request comprises a 
hypertext transfer protocol request (THTP) directed lo a uniform resource locator address 



18,-36. (Cancelled) 

37. (Currently Amended) A system for providing a status certification for a 
message in a communications network comprising: 

a processor operative to assign a message identifier for said message; 

said processor further operative to create a fiM.disposition identifier in response 
to a Jlrst.disposition event; 

said processor farther operative to associate said first disposition identifier with 



said message; 

said processor further operative lo receive a request for a status notification from 
a sender of said message; 

said processor further operative to compile said message identifier and said.firsl 
disposition identifier to generate saida first status notification; and 

said processor further operative to provide said firsLsiaius notification to said 
sender in response to said request; 

, • said processor f url her operati ve to create a sec ond dis position identifie r in 
respo nse to a second dis position event occu rring sub sequent to said f irst dis position 



„ said processor furth er operati ve to associate said s econd disposition identif ier 

wit h sa i d J n&ssrigci 

said processor furthe r operative to compile said message id entifier a nd said 

sccj md dis position identifie r to, genera Ic i\ m second status notification: an d 

JJS00347/DLL-0036 n 



PAGE 7/15 * RCVD AT 3/1/2004 2:03:53 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/5 * DN1S:8729306 * CSID:86028601 15 ' DURATION (mnBS):0346 



(URL). 




event; 



MAR-01-2004 MON 02:07 PM CANTOR COLBURN LLP FAX NO. 8602860115 P. 08 



V 



.stiirt processor further o perative <o provide said second statu s notific ation to said 

sender. 

38. (Original) The system of claim 37, wherein said processor is further 
operative to: 

bill a party to said message for said providing of said status certification. 

39. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 37, wherein said first and 
Seconr^disposition events comprises at IcasL one of: 

a managing event; and 
a dispatching event. 

40. (Original) The system or claim 39, wherein said managing event 
comprises at least one of: 

accessing said message; 

deleting said message; 

presenting an indication of said message; 

expiring said message; and 

terminating a recipient of said message from said communications network. 

41. (Original) The system of claim 39, wherein said managing event 
comprises at least one of: 

denying said status certification of said message; and 
malfunctioning of said status certification of said message. 

42. (Original) The system of claim 39, wherein said dispatching event 
comprises at least one of; 

forwarding said message; and 
replying to said message. 
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43. (Original) The system of claim 37, wherein said status notification 
comprises at least one of: 

an audio message; 
a video message; 
a text message; 

a short message service message; and 
a markup language document, 

44. (Original) The system of claim 37, wherein said communications 
network comprises at least one of: 

an electronic communications network; 
a text-based communications network; 
a telecommunications network; 
a video-enabled communications network; and 
a multimedia-enabled communications network. 

45. (Original) The system of claim 37, wherein said message identifier 
comprises at least one of: 

a type identifier; 
an alphanumeric identifier 
a capabilities identifier; and 
an annotation. 

46. (Original) The system of claim 37, wherein said message identifier 
comprises al least one of: 

a communication network identifier; 
a device identifier; 
a role identifier 
a party identifier; 
a date identifier; and 
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a time identifier. 

47. (Original) The system of claim 46, wherein said role identifier 
c ompri scs a t leas t o nc o f: 

an originator, 

n sender; 

a caller; 

a recipient; and 

a system administrator. 

48. (Original) The system of claim 46, wherein said party identifier 
comprises at least one of: 

an email address; 
an access address; 
a voice sample; and 
an image, 

49. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 37, wherein said processor is 
further opera live to store an attribute for said status certification for said message, 
wherein said attribute comprises at least one of; 

said message identifier; 

said first or scconddisposition identifier; and 

said first or second status noli fication. 

50. (Original) The system of claim 49, wherein said processor is further 
operative to perform administrative functionality, wherein said administrative 
functionality comprises at least one of: 

deleting said attribute; 
monitoring said attribute; 
moving said attribute; 
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forwarding said attribute; 

securing said attribute; 

archiving said attribute; 

backing up said attribute; 

informing a recipient of said attribute; and 

blocking said attribute. 

51. (Currently Amended) The system in claim 37, further comprising a data 
repository for storing at least one of 

said message, 

said message identifier, 

said first or .second disposition identifier, and 

said report, 

52. (Original) The system in claim 51, wherein said data repository 
comprises a database. 

53. (Original) The system in claim 51, wherein said data repository 
comprises: 

a first database for storing said message; and 
a second database for storing said attribute. 

54. (Original) The system in claim 37, wherein said request is a secure 

request; 

55. (Original) The system in claim 37, further comprising a network 
access device to issue said request, wherein said network access device comprises at least 
one of; 

a telephone; 
a television; 

a cellular-capable device; 
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a personal digital assistant; and 
a computer. 

56. (Currently Amended) A syslen^or-t>F«vk#ng a status-certification Ibr-a 
veieemail mossa^i*KH-Huivm^ 

— "-an, inielUgen(-peripl>eraU>p(3Fatfv-e-tO"assign a-*n^ssftge4<lentiner-lbi^<H4 

message 

said-inlolIfgtH^pei4pherai rLirlheFrtpeFatiw-lo create-a-d+eposition idciUifieiHn 

rcspons^f^disposhionovonH 

- sauW*KeUi^H-per^ to ussoL4a^5ak1-dispositioi}-i<iem-ifier 

wiMvsaid -message;- 

said intcUigOTVp^ipheral^urtlu^ 

noti!lcatioi>(Von>-H-serKl<?rof said-inOsSsaget 
said JnloIIJgeHV-peripte^ 

said <lispa^kion4dentifier-to generato-said-slatus noiificau^n^md 
-said intelligent-peripheral rurlhciH)poKfttwe4e-pro^ 

resiKWSO-lo-sai'd request The system of claim 37, wherein said process or is within an 
intelli gent perip heral and said n et work is an advanced in I cj licence network (A I N}. 

57. -7L (Cancelled) 

72. (Original) The system in claim 56, further comprising: 

a service switching point functionally connected to said intelligent peripheral; and 
an interface functionally connected to said service switching point and operative 
to accept a. communication directed to said A1N. 

73. (Original) The system in claim 72, further comprising a mobile 
telephone switching office (MTSO) functionally connected to said interface and operative 
to facilitate a cellular device communication directed to said ATN. 
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74. (Original) The system in claim 72, further comprising a computer 
network functionally connected to said interface and operative to facilitate a computer- 
based communication directed to said ATN. 
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